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DISCOURSE BY ELDER ABRAHAM H. CANNON. 


THE following discourse on divine inspiration was delivered by Elder 
Abraham H. Cannon at the Sixty-fourth Semi-Annual Conference of the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, held in the Tabernacle, Salt 
Lake City, Saturday morning, October 7, 1893 :— 

I hope and pray, my brethren and sisters, that while I occupy this 
position for a few moments, I may have an interest in your prayers and 
faith, that what I say may be that which the Lord desires to have said. 

The Gospel which we have received, as all must know who have listened 
to the remarks of the brethren during this Conference, teaches us different 
principles and different ways of doing things than are generally known to 
the people of the world. God has commenced a marvelous work and a 
wonder, and He has said that He will carry it forward in His own way. 
He does not depend upon the counsels of men for His wisdom. He does 
not leave His work in the hands of men for its accomplishment. But He 
directs in all things which pertain to the upbuilding of His Church. He 
has said through one of His prophets, “For my thoughts are not your 
thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith the Lord. For as the 
heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, 
and my thoughts than your thoughts.” We have seen this exemplified in 
all the course of the Latter-day Saints, from the organization of the 
Church until the present day. It was not according to the ideas and ways 
of men that God established His Church and revealed the Gospel which 
we have received. Hedid it in His own way; and in the carrying for- 
ward of that work He has acted according to the plan which He designed, 
and has not submitted His purposes for the criticism of men. I believe 
that in the future, no less than in the past, God will do this. He designs 
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that we shall be different to men in educational matters as well as in 
religious matters, in financial as well as in social affairs. He designs that 
in our education we shall occupy a higher plane to that which is common 
in the world; that we shall not depend alone upon the discoveries and 
inventions of mankind for our knowledge, but that we shall seek to receive 
from Him that inspiration and revelation which shall make us grasp in a 
moment that which it sometimes takes years of study and research on the 
part of uninspired men to acquire. 

God has shown us, so far as we have gone into His work, that He is 
perfectly capable of pointing out to us truths which the human family, 
even after fifty years’ announcement by the elders of this Church, have 
not yet understood. .Take, for instance, the Book of Mormon—a revelation 
giving knowledge to this people concerning the inhabitants of this land; 
telling of their forefathers, of the cause of the dark skins which they have, 
and of their destiny; describing the country which we inhabit and the 
travels of the people who built these great cities in the south, the ruins of 
which we find almost everywhere in the southern part of this continent. 
This truth the people of the world are only beginning now to verify 
through their explorations and their study; every discovery which they 
make, and every truth which they accept, are only further evidences of 
the divine source from which this sacred record came. God has revealed 
this truth to the children of men; but they have rejected it, because of 
the source whence it came, and because of the bearers of this great his- 
torical record to the people of the earth. 

God will open the heavens to His servants, if they will seek Him in faith. 
I believe it is the duty of the teachers of the youth of IgPael, not alone to 
teach from the text books which are provided for the school, but to have 
their minds continually open to the impressions of the Holy Spirit, that 
when they speak to their pupils they may speak by the Spirit of God. 
I do not feel that a nan, or a woman, who occupies the position of teacher 
among the youth of Israel is filling the position in its completeness who 
does not teach by the spirit and inspiration of Almighty God. 

The Bible itself is even now a book of science and revelation to the world, 
notwithstanding all the advancement we have made thus far in science and 
inart. It speaks there of the rotundity of the earth—a truth which was 
rejected in ancient times. In that book which was written so many cen- 
turies ago, we read of God having given to the air its weight; but not until 
Torricelli announced to the world that the air had weight would the people 
accept it. We read in this sacred book that the promise to Abraham was 
that his seed should be as the stars of heaven, innumerable; and yet in early 
days people ridiculed the expression, because it was announced to the 
world that there were only some one thousand stars in the heavens above 
us, and if his seed was to be limited to this small number it was no very 
great promise. But through the discoveries of the telescope it is revealed 
to us that the heavens are beset with the workmanship of our God, and 
the truth which Joseph Smith announced in one of the revelations, that 
there is no space in which there is no world, is verified by the discoveries 
which have been made through the inventions of modern times. 
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Now it is said that in one system alone, which we can see by means of 
the telescope, there are at least eighteen millions of worlds like this upon 
which we stand! And of systems there is no end. 

God spoke by His Spirit through the holy men of old, and thus revealed 
truths which it will take the people of the world many years yet to dis- 
cover by their slow processes of study and research. He intends to speak 
to this people and reveal to them scientific truths, as He has religious— 
truths which the world will not readily accept; and it will take years for 
them to be brought to the knowledge of that which God will reveal in- 
stantly to His servants who will seek knowledge from this source. 

I believe that in every affair of life it is our privilege to have the 
guidance of the Spirit of God. Brigham Young, in founding this Terri- 
tory, sought the inspiration of the Lord and worked continually under 
the influence of the Holy Ghost. We see the results of his magnificent 
labor and his grand instructions which he was inspired to give. He told 
the people to pursue a course which was contrary to the judgment of men. 

You older people will remember how it was in the early settlement of 
this valley. When the gold excitement was raised in California he coun- 
seled the Saints not to leave these valleys, forbidding as they were, to 
which God had led them, and he promised that those who would remain 
should receive a richer reward than those who sought their fortunes in 
the golden west. The results proved the truth of his prediction; for those 
who remained not only prospered in their temporal affairs, but their 
spiritual strength increased. Many of those who left this land and went 
west lost their faith, or wavered in the truth; the people who remained 
here, pinched by hardship, tried by adversity, were stronger in their faith 
and in the Lord, and they to-day are numbered among the rich and 
wealthy among the people of God. Again he told the Saints that they 
should not engage in mining. He told them that the basis of their pros- 
perity was the cultivation of the soil and the manufacture of those things 
necessary for their sustenance. The principle revealed in the Doctrine 
and Covenants was made expressive in the midst of the people of God, 
and they were advised to have the beauty of their apparel the workman- 
ship of their own hands. The results which have followed show the 
wisdom of the counsel which God gave through His servants in those 
times. For while the mines have been opened, and [ am thankful to the 
Lord for the wealth they have yielded for the benefit of the people, we 
find to-day that the prosperous people of this Territory are those who 
have devoted themselves to the cultivation of the soil and who have 
sought to produce, according to the ability which God has given them, 
that which they needed for the sustenance of themselves and their 
families. 

A few weeks ago I supposed in my ignorance that nearly all the Latter- 
day Saints were in a species of bondage, through their indebtedness. I 
thought that almost every farm in the Territory was mortgaged, and 
almost every home possessed by the Latter-day Saints was obligated to 
some person or firm, because of the indebtedness of the owner. But 
within a few days I have had this illusion dispelled, and I am happy to 
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say that the condition of the Latter-day Saints is not by any means as 
bad as I supposed it was. The census bulletin of the government of the 
United States, which was recently issued concerning this Territory, shows 
how wise and far-seeing was the prophet of God in counseling the people 
to take the course which he suggested, because it shows that of the farm 
population of this Territory there are out of every one hundred families 
eighty-six that own unencumbered the land upon which they dwell and 
the houses that they occupy; five out of every hundred occupy eacum- 
ered possessions; while only nine out of every hundred families who are 
living upon farms are tenants. You go from the farms into the villages 
and towns of the people, compare their condition with that of the farming 
population, and you will find that out of every hundred families who have 
their homes in the country, without owning the farms, there are fifty-six 
families only that own their homes, while five own homes encumbered, 
and thirty-nine rent the places they occupy. Then you come into Ogden 
and Salt Lake City—the only cities mentioned in this census—and we 
find there the happy condition of the farming people reversed. In this 
city and Ogden, out of every hundred families occupying homes there are 
only thirty-two who own unencumbered the homes in which they dwell; 
nine out of every hundred have mortgages upon their residences; while 
the remaining fifty-nine hire the places in which they live. 

Now you see how itis. People in the country have not the temptations 

to extravagance which are presented daily to those who live in the cities. 
They have not encumbered themselves, and they are comparatively free. 
They can go to bed at night knowing that the roof that covers them is 
theirown. The labor that they expend upon their home is for their own 
benefit. On the morrow they cannot be thrust out into the world without 
home or possession. It is theirs. People should be happy who have their 
homes in this condition, and they should seek to pursue such a course 
that they will not lose possession of their lands; but bring them up to 
the highest possible state of cultivation, make them places of beauty, and 
use the energies and talents which God has given them for the benetit of 
themselves and those who are dependent upon them. 
_ ‘I say that herein we can see how God has inspired His servants to teach 
the people; j and though at times they have not understood the wisdom 
concealei in the counsel that has been given, yet in following strictly 
that counsel they have found blessing and profit. Take, for instance, the 
principle of tithing. If you announced that to the world and asked them 
to observe it, would they not consider it one of the most burdensome 
taxes that could be inflicted upon them? Yet every Latter-day Saint is 
my witness that those who follow strictly this law of tithing among the 
people of God do not find it a burdea, but rather find it a temporal as 
well as a spiritual blessing; for their property has been abundantly 
blessed, so that they have not missed the tithing which they have given 
to the work of the Lord. 

Take, again, the missionaries which we send into the world. If a 
man in the world was called to leave. his. business for two years or 


more to preach the Gospel, he would think it was ruinous to all his 
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temporal affairs. But here are elders who go out and spend year after 
year, and the very men who have spent the most time in the mis- 
sionary field, and who stand at the head of the Church to-day, are the 
men who are the most prosperous and the most free from debt. And so 
the Lord will show forth the wisdom of the course which He presents to 
the people through the results which follow the efforts of the Latter-day 
Saints. We can do no better than to observe strictly every command that 
is given us by the servants of the Lord, however much they may conflict 
with our present ideas, and God will bless us in pursuing this course. 

We have before us the promises of great blessings. Only yesterday we had 
announced from this stand a prophecy in which all of us can take comfort 
—that we should come out of our present troubles with more credit and 
in a better financial condition than we have ever yet seen. I know men 
around me—and I have shared in the feeling myself—who have considered 
with horror the thought that our names were to be dishonored, our credit 
ruined, because, perhaps through our lack of wisdom or from some other 
cause, we have involved ourselves in debts which it seemed we would be 
unable to pay. We have thought this the greatest trial of our lives, 
because we are in the midst of it. We thought at one time the greatest 
trial was that which sent our brethren to prison, exiled our families, and 
scattered them here and there on the face of the earth without any human 
prospect of their ever again being gathered together, or of our being per- 
mitted to see on these stands the men whom we honored as the leaders of 
God’s people on the earth. Yet out of that dark cloud the Lord has 
brought the glorious light of His Spirit, and to-day we are enjoying 
greater freedom and greater blessings than we have had for many years. 
So I believe He will yet bring us out of our present troubles with no 
loss of honor. I testify that the prophecy which was uttered yesterday 
is the word of the Lord; for every man who will serve God and hold in 
his heart the influence of His Spirit will come out of these troubles and 
these seeming disasters brighter and clearer and better for the experience 
through which he has been called to pass. It is just as possible for God 
to do this, with all the darkness which appears before us, as it was for God 
through His servant to tell the widow who went out to gather sticks that 
she might bake a cake with which to feed herself and son once more before 
they died, and who out of that gave to the prophet, that her barrel of 
meal should not waste nor the cruse of oil fail until the earth brought 
forth again in its abundance. So it will be in this case. The famine for 
money which has spread over us and the lack of things which seem 
necessary for our prosperity, God will supply in one of the many ways 
which it is possible for Him to adopt to bring about salvation, temporally 
and eternally, to His children upon the earth. Amen. 


RAILROADS IN PALESTINE. 


Errorts are being made to connect the principal cities of Palestine and 
Syria by railroads, and the line between Jaffa and Jerusalem has already 
been opened. This distance is about forty-five miles which is made by the 
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railroad in a little less than four hours, except when the trains are all the 
way from two to four hours late, which, we are told, is the general rule. 
The old mode of traveling, on horseback or by stage, consumed twelve 
hours, including the customary stops. It was an easy excursion and could 
not fail to stir the emotions, especially when enjoyed for the first time— 
when it was a pleasant experience never to be forgotten. What the tran- 
sit in a close car will be, crowded, perhaps, with pilgrims from various 
countries, dusky fellahs, grasping money changers, haughty Turks, etc., 
must be left to the imagination. 

The road winds up a mountain gorge to the plain of Rephaim, south of 
Jerusalem, and terminates close by the Jaffa gate. Engines and cars were 
brought from America, while the rails are of Belgian manufacture. The 
company’s purpose is to extend this line to India, if concession can be 
obtained to pass through Persian territory. The Turkish sultan has con- 
sented to the building of branch lines from Jaffa to Nabolous, the ancient 
Sichem, in the north, and to Gaza, via Ascalon, in the south. This line 
will then undoubtedly be extended and connected with the Egyptian rail- 
road system. 

The line that is being built from Haifa to Damascus runs along the 
Carmel range. Leaving Acre it goes by Ramleh and Gideon’s spring to 
the valley of Jezreel, which it traverses in its entire length. It touches 
Nazareth and crosses the Jordan at the south end of lake Tiberias on a 
sixty-six foot long bridge. Thence it is to run by the Hauran plains to 
Damascus. This line is being constructed, it seems, by a Chicago firm. 

Another project contemplates the building of a railroad line between 
Beyrout, Damascus and Aleppo, to be extended to Bagdad. 

When all these roads are completed, Palestine will again be in a fair 
way to resume the position it once held as a central and connecting link 
between the Orient and the Occident. Much of the immense trade that 
is now carried on from Persia and India, either by means of caravans to 
the north, entering Russia through her Caspian ports, or by steamships 
to western and southern Europe, will naturally find its way to Jaffa, where 
already Russian, French, Austrian and English steamboat companies regu- 
larly send their well-loaded vessels and carry on a lively traffic; a con- 
venient harbor will be built for the better safety of the ships; and the 
whole country will be lifted up to a position of great importance among 
the nations of the old world. Nor does all this belong to a distant future. 
With ‘the swiftness with which modern civilization accomplishes its plans 
and designs, the redemption of Palestine may be comparatively near. The 
attention of the world is directed toward the country as if in expectation 
of its liberation from the curse of obscurity, superstition and misrule.— 
Deseret News. 


FACTS AND EVENTS 


Harry Wyndham Oarter has been remanded in London on the charge of threatening 
to kill the Queen. The prisoner has had a somewhat peculiar career, having spent eight 
or nine years in a lunatic asylum. 
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It has been calculated that the annual income of the London Hebrews is nearly 
£5,000,000, which means that they are 2} times richer than the Gentiles. 

The American liner City of Paris, which left Southampton, February 10, for New York 
with mails and a large number of passengers, had to put back to Queenstown, having lost 
her rudder on February 12, when 900 miles from Fastnet. 

An extensive Nihilist conspiracy has been discovered in Warsaw, Poland, and as a re- 
sult numerous arrests have been effected. Catholic priests, too, are being taken into 
custody on the charge of urging the severance of Poland from Russia. 

In Paris, France, a boy who received corporeal punishment from his father, took a loaded 
revolver from a drawer and shot his parent in the head, inflicting a wound which, it is 
feared, will prove fatal. The lad subsequently tried to commit suicide, 

A Moscow, Russia, telegram states that owing to a pointsman’s mistake two trains 
dashed into each other near Jelan, with the result that thirteen persons were killed and 
a large number injured. Both engines and twelve carriages were wrecked. 

While a performance was in progress at a theatre in Prague, Bohemia, an alarm of 
fire, which was subsequently discovered to be unfounded, was raised, and in the panic 
which ensued hundreds of persons were injured in their efforts to escape from the 

Sentence of death has been passed in Paris, France, upon the man Losteven who, 
after wounding a woman with a revolver, threw her out of a window. It was shown that 
the prisoner had for several years practiced atrocious cruelties upon women whom he 
allured to his house. 

On February 12, a meeting was held at Colwyn Bay in order to discuss the condition 
of the church in Wales. A number of dissenters or non-conformists were present. The 
Bishop of St. Asaph was the speaker, but he was continually interrupted, and the meeting 
ended in a disturbance. 


George Thomas, an ex-artilleryman, has been executed at Carmarthen, for the murder 
of Mary Jane Jones, his sweetheart, of whom he became madly jealous because she dis- 
couraged his addresses. The culprit admitted the justice of his sentence, and did not 
betray the slightest indication of nervousness while undergoing the pinioning process. 

A fearful explosion occurred near Greenwich, February 15. It was discovered that an 
anarchist named Bourdin had attempted to blow up the observatory but that the explo- 
sive had spent its rage upon the anarchist in a premature explosion. He was fearfully 
mangled and death resulted from his injuries. On February 23, his remains were in- 
terred. Vast crowds attended the cortege from Chapel Street, Marylebone Road, where 
the body lay, to the graveside, but owing to a strong police force no serious disturbances 
arose, The anarchists made no secret of making the funeral the occasion of a political 
demonstration. A man named Quinn attempted to deliver a speech at the graveside, but 
was seized by the police and forcibly conducted to the cemetery gates. In the afternoon 
a crowd gathered outside the Autonomie Club, the windows of which were smashed by 
stones. 

Anarchists are now meeting with well-merited punishment. The Anarchist Leo Lean- 
ther was at the Seine Assizes, France, February 23, sentenced to penal servitude for life 
for the attempted murder in November last of M. Georgevics, the Servian Minister in 
Paris. In Berlin, two anarchists named Pawlowitz and Petersdorf were sentenced to 
nine and three months’ imprisonment respectively for inciting to acts of violence. A 
well organized anarchist club has been unearthed in Copenhagen. Sentences ranging 
from two to ten years’ imprisonment were imposed on a number of anarchists in Vienna. 
Henry, the perpetrator of the outrage at the Cafe Terminus, Paris, has confessed to being 
the author of the explosion in the Rue des Bon Enfants and is as defiant as was Vaillant, 
President Carnot has been threatened, and the anarchists have sent outa circular in 
London proposing to fire that place at a hundred different coccuasa amet 
the police force is engaged at the fires, 
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MONDAY, MARCH 12, 1894. 


HE CAME NOT TO DESTROY BUT TO FULFILL. 


“Prk not I am come to ect the law, or the prophets: I am not come 
to destroy, but to fulfill."—-Matthew v: 17. 

These words, uttered by the Savior in His sermon on the Mount, may be 
studied with great profit. Many have supposed that in the coming of the 
Savior unto earth the law of Moses was entirely destroyed ; but instead 
of being destroyed the Savior’s work was its crowning touch. In fact the 
law was preparatory to the Gospel, 

In speaking of the children of Israel Paul says that unto them was the 
Gospel preached, “but the word preached did not profit them, not being 
mixed with faith in them that heard it.” Heb.iv: 2. Again, in the same 
chapter he states that the children of Israel did not enter into the rest of 
God, because of their unbelief in‘ the Gospel which was preached unto 
them. In the revelations of God to J oseph Smith we are informed that 
without the Melchisedek Priesthood “no man can see the face of God, 
even the Father, and live,” and that “this Moses plainly taught to the 
children of Israel in the wilderness, and sought diligently to sanctify his 
people that they might behold the face of God; but they hardened their 
hearts and could not endure His presence, therefore the Lord swore * 
- that they should not enter into His rest while in the wilderness, 
which rest is the fullness of His glory. Therefore He took Moses out of 
their midst, and the Holy Priesthood also; and the lesser priesthood con- 
tinued.” 

Having in the hardness of their hearts "rejected the Gospel and the 
fullness of God’s glory, or His rest, they were left with the Aaronic priest- 
hood and given a set of laws that should govern in all their temporal 
affairs. Among these was instituted the law of sacrifice for atonement of 
sins and thanksgiving, and this law was to remain’ until] the}coming of 
Christ. His coming, His labors and sufferings, death and resurrection 
‘were foretold by the prophets. The law of sacrifice then was symbolical 
of that which was to come, and the prophets foretold this event. 

When‘Jesus"came He brought the Gospel of faith. The moral code of 
the Mosaicjlaw;was not destroyed, but was emphasized: by; the” teachings 
of the;Savior.QIn‘fact His great commandments “Thou shalt love the 
thyheart, and with all thy soul, and withJall7thy 
strength, andjwith‘all thy mind; and thy neighbor as thyself,” were given 
in almost ‘these identical words in the Mosaic law.’ ‘Deut. vi: 5, and 
Lev. xix: 18, There was no law destroyed in this.. But the other parts 
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of the law were fullfilled as well. They demanded sacrifices<sacrifices 
for sin, for purification, for thanksgiving. Jesus fulfilled this law by 
offering His own, pure life as the great sacrifice for sin, so that the 
daily, weekly and yearly blood-sacrifices should be merged into this 
all-saving one and thus become no longer necessary. Paul aptly ex- 
presses it when he says: “For such an high priest became us, * ad 
who needeth not daily, as those high priests, to offer up sacrifices, first for 
his own sins, and then for the people’s; for this He did once when He 
offered up Himself.” Heb. vii: 26, 27. 

Jesus here fulfilled the law of sacrifice. His death was necessary. As 
by blood the sins of the people were wiped out while under the law, so by 
blood they had to be washed away in the new dispensation in order to 
make it binding. The apostle makes this plain in the following words: 
“And ‘for this cause He is the mediator of the new testament, that by 
means of death, for the redemption of the transgressions that were under 
the first testament, they which are called might receive the promise of 
eternal inheritance. For where a testament is, there must also of necessity 
be the death of the testator. For a testament is of force after men are 
dead: otherwise it is of no strength at all while the testator liveth. * * 
And almost all things are by the law purged with blood and without 
shedding of blood is no remission.” Heb. ix: 15-17, 22. The law demanded 
the sacrifice, and Jesus complied. Having thus complied with this part of 
the law, and its moral teachings having been embodied in the Gospel, or 
the new testament which He sealed by His own blood, He could truly say, 
“T am not come to destroy but to fulfill.” Paul closés one of the chapters 
of his’ epistle to the Romans with the following question and answer: “Do 
we then mike void the law through faith? God forbid: yea, we establish 
the law.” 

Thus it may be seen that Jesus tastehil of destroying the law fulfilled 
it. We will now turn to the prophets and see whether their prophecies 
were destroyed or fulfilled. . 

The Old Testament contains many prophecies which have been fulfilled, 
not only in the coming of the Savior, but in events which transpired 
before His birth. Note, for instance, the prophecy of the deluge, of the 
burning of Sodom and Gomorrah, of the famine in Egypt and all the 
surrounding country, of the Egyptian bondage of the Israelites, of their 
deliverance and final settlement in the promised land, of the punishment 
to be inflicted on him who should dare to rebuild Jericho, of Jehoram’s 
incurable disease, infamous death and burial, of the three years’ drought, 
of the Babylonian captivity, and many others. 4 

As to the Savior’s coming the prophets foretold not only the fact of His 
advent, but that a messenger should be sent to’ prepare the way for Him, 
that He should be born of a virgin in Bethlehem, that Rachel should 
weep for her children slain «by Herod, that Jesus should be taken to 
Egypt, that after He commenced His mission He should be possessed of 
miraculous power, that He should be a preacher, a priest like Melchisedek 
and a prophet like unto Moses; that He should be rejected by the Jews 
‘and the Gentiles, arid that He shotld niinister in Galilee. They foretold 
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that He should be betrayed by a friend for thirty pieces of silver, how 
the betrayer should die, how Jesus should be insulted, buffeted, spit upon, 
scourged and crucified by the side of malefactors; that lots should be 
cast for His vesture, that He should be given gall and vinegar to drink, 
that not a bone of His body should be broken, that His side should be 
pierced, that His death should be attended by convulsions of nature, that 
He should be buried with the rich and that He should be resurrected. 
All these came literally to pass. The New Testament records their fulfill- 
ment. So far, then, the Savior had not destroyed what the prophets had 
foretold, but had fulfilled. 

It is a mistake, however, to think that Jesus fulfilled all that the 
prophets had foretold. It has already been shown that many portions of 
the law were embodied in the Gospel and in the Savior’s teachings, that 
some were changed and that others were completely abrogated by the 
one great sacrifice, and that the prophets have been fulfilled so far as they 
related to His first coming. When the Savior on the cross exclaimed “It 
is finished,” He could not have meant that He had fulfilled all the 
prophets; for the great event, the glorious result of all His labors and all 
His sufferings, that for which men of God in all the previous ages had 
longed and prayed—the resurrection, was yet to be accomplished. The 
prophets thus far had not been fulfilled. Again, even after His resurrec- 
tion and ascension to Heaven all had not been fulfilled. 

When the apostles were asked by two angels, “Ye men of Galilee, why 
stand ye gazing up into Heaven? this same Jesus, which is taken up from 
you into Heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen Him go 
into Heaven,” they heard but the reiteration of Daniel’s prophecy regard- 
ing the second coming of Christ. Of His second coming not only the Old 
Testament prophets but those of the New Testament prophesy, and they 
foretell as clearly the events that shall precede that crowning act of the 
Savior’s life as they did His first coming. “Search the Scriptures; for in 
‘them ye think ye have eternal life: and they are they which testify of 
me,” said Jesus. 

We delight in tracing the fulfillment of prophecy as to His birth, life, 
death and resurrection, and wonder why the Jews could not see in 
them the coming of their King and accept Him. But we have the 
same opportunity to prepare for His second coming that the Jews had 
for His first advent. Let us search the Scriptures and see if we cannot 
read the prophets aright and discern the events that are to transpire. 
If we can do so then the glorious prospects opened to our view by these 
prophecies will fill us with joy, for they will surely be fulfilled. Of this 
we are made doubly sure, because we not only have the example of the 
past before us, but to this we may with full assurance add the testimony 
of Jesus that as He came not to destroy but to fulfill, so “till heaven and 
earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till all 
be fulfilled.” J. V. B. 


SHEFFIELD CoNFERENCE Notice.—The Sheffield Conference will be held 
at Subscription Rooms, High Street, opposite Scot Lane, Doncaster, Sun- 
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day, March 25, 1894. Meetings will be held at 10:30 a.m., and 2:30 and 
6:30 p.m. 


NEWCASTLE CONFERENCE Notice.—The Newcastle Conference will be 
held at Temperance Lodge, Room No. 24, Tenent Street, Stockton-on-Tees, 
Sunday, April 15, 1894. Meetings will be held at 10 a.m., and 2 and 6 p.m. 


RELEASES AND APPOINTMENTs.—Elder W. C. Hunter has been honorably 
released from his labors as president of the Nottingham Conference, to 
return home, Wednesday, March 21, 1894. 

Elder G. H. Hall has been honorably released from his labors as presi- 
dent of the London Conference, to return home, Wednesday, March 21, 1894. 

Elder J. H. Evans has been honorably released from his labors as Trav- 
eling Elder in the Welsh Conference, to return home, Wednesday, March 
21, 1894. 

Elder A. J. Oliver has been honorably released from his labors as Travel- 
ing Elder in the Cheltenham Conference, to return home, Wednesday, 
March 21, 1894. 

Elder Nephi L. Morris has been released from his labors as Traveling 
Elder in the Manchester Conference and appointed to preside over the 
London Conference. 

Elder C. C. Cressall has been appointed to preside over the Nottingham 
Conference. 


LIVERPOOL CONFERENCE. 


Tue Liverpool Conference was held at the Spinner’s Institute, St. Peters’ 
Street, Blackburn, Sunday, February 18, 1894. There were present: Anthon 
H. Lund, President of the European Mission; Elder J. V. Bluth, of the 
Liverpool office; Elders Thomas Gledhill, Andrew Wallwork, N. L. Morris, 
D. C. Wood, and M. A. Romney, Traveling Elders in the Manchester Con- 
ference; H. W. Lunt, President of, and C. E. Murdock, G. M. Thomson, 
I. C. Brown, C. A. Callis, B. Davies, J. W. McPherson, Thomas Mather and 
B. M. Blackhurst, Traveling Elders in, the Liverpool Conference. 

Meetings were held at 10:30 a.m., 2:30 and 6 p.m., being well attended 
by Saints, friends, and strangers. Excellent attention was paid to the 
timely instructions of those who addressed the congregations. President 
Lund spoke with plainness on the Sacrament, and the way that ordinance, 
with many others had been so changed that it had entirely lost its original 
meaning. Much valuable instruction was given and the interest manifested 
showed that it was kindly and thoughtfully received. 

In the afternoon a report of the statistics and the labors of the elders 
during the past six months was read as follows: Apostle 1; High?Priest 
1; Seventies 12; Elders9; Priest 1; Teachers4; Deacons 5; members 106; 
_ total officers and members 125. Baptized 13; confirmations 13; children 
blessed 1; ordinations 4; excommunications 1; deaths 3. Meetings held 
206; Sunday School sessions} 54; (tracts-distributed 8,942 ;] houses visited 
9,082; books disposed of 84; books loaned 373; gospel conversations 642. 

The general authorities of the Church, and of the European Mission, 
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and the President and the Traveling Elders of the Liverpool Conference 


were presented and unanimously sustained. 

On Saturday evening, February 17, 1894, a priesthood meeting was held 
where the elders of the conference reported their labors and listened to 
good council and instructive remarks from President Lund. The day was 
one of spiritual feasting and a rich out-pouring of the Holy Spirit was 
enjoyed by both speakers and listeners, enabling the former to give and 
the latter to receive the truths of Heaven. 

G. M. Taomson, Conference Clerk. 


THE ELDERS MUST ACQUIRE KNOWLEDGE. 


Tue Deseret News, commenting on a discourse delivered January 30 to the 
Seventies in the Assembly Hall, Salt Lake City, by Elder B. H. Roberts, 
has the following to say :— 

The speaker proved conclusively that the elders of Israel by divine 
commandment are bound to acquire knowledge, and also that their 
mission to the world necessitates ardent study. There is not the slightest 
foundation for the charge, sometimes brought against the Saints, that 
their cause can best be advocated by an ignorant ministry. 

The justice of these remarks is apparent to all familiar with the history 
of the Church. It is true enough that those first chosen to proclaim the 
restoration of the Gospel were, when called to the great mission, without 
much secular learning. Joseph the Prophet was at the time a mere boy. 
But neither he nor his associates remained ignorant. The divine light 
that shone in their hearts and illuminated their intellects revealed to 
them the fact that all nature is the handiwork of their Father; that 
history is but the record of His dealings with mankind; that the future 
is in much but a repetition of the past and that all truth emanates from 
the same source—from God. Standing on these fundamental principles, 
broad and strong enough for the grandest philosophical superstructure 
ever conceived by mortal man, they were naturally led to seek a knowl- 
edge and understanding of all that is subject to human inquiry, so far as 
it was within their reach. It became part of their religion. And they 
succeeded well. Joseph in later years astonished visitors from far and 
near by his familiarity with languages, history, political economy and 
other branches of learning. And he was surrounded by men who used 
every opportunity of improving themselves in knowledge. Noted theolo- 
logians were met on their own ground in argument, and the work 
attracted the attention of learned men as well as of the uneducated. 

The analogy between the establishment of the Church in{this*’age and 
in the beginning of our era is remarkably striking. The great§Prophet of 
Nazareth called certain among His disciples to become His special mes- 
sergers. They were mostly illiterate men from the humbler ranks of the 
pegple. But they did not remain in a condition of ignorance. During 
the years they followed the Master they received instructions that made 
them afterwards capable of dealing with the great problems of their age 
in» manner that their adversaries, with all their learning, could not 
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approach, .True, it was the endowment of the Holy Spirit which conati- 
tuted their power, but this power does not\exclude the necessity of 
knowledge. A man well stored with facts and filled with the Holy Spirit 
is a mind that exercises influence on the world for good. 

The history of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints is full 
of proofs that education is one of the greatest objects of that Church. 
Amid cruel persecutions and subsequent poverty and destitution the 
members have struggled to give their children the best education possible 
under the circumstances, and as conditions have assumed a more favorable 
aspect, the educational efforts have been extended until to-day, as is well 
known, Utah intelligence is in the foremost ranks, wherever the bearers 
thereof are found. Indeed, the Gospel of Christ brings this with it. 
Those who understand its principles thirst for knowledge, for the more 
they know the better they can appreciate those truths which were revealed 
to the servants of God in this age for the enlightenment of the world. 


THE PAYMENT OF TITHES. 


THE Deseret News contains the following excellent editorial on the pay- 
ment of tithes which should be read by all Latter-day Saints both at home 
and abroad :— 

One of the doctrines of the Gospel, observed as such by the Latter-day 

Saints, is that of an offering of tithes to the Lord. This duty is enjoined 
by the Almighty upon His people, and it is proper that the Saints should 
understand the reasons and operations of the law and the purposes for 
which tithes are required. 
_ It is written: “The earth is the Lord’s and the fullness thereof.” He 
has given to man the earth to dwell upon, and has furnished it with ani- 
mals, yegetables and all things necessary for his existence, comfort and 
happiness. These are ordained for the use and benefit of man; they be- 
_ long to the Lord. He has a claim, therefore, not only on a tenth of the 
contents and products of the earth, but the whole. The payment of a 
tithe is but an acknowledgment of His right as proprietor, and those who 
have any comprehension of the magnitude of His blessings to men, and 
who are possessed of a sense of gratitude, feel that tithing is but a small 
interest for that which they enjoy. 

The law of tithing was strictly enforced in the Mosaic dispensation. 
Among the commandments given upon Mount Sinai was one that the 
children of Israel should be tithed of all their produce. At a later date 
in the history of the Hebrews, the Lord, through the Prophet Malachi, 
says that the payment of tithes is one of His ordinances, and denounces 
as robbery the neglect of the people to pay them into His storehouse. By 
withholding the required tenth they defrauded and robbed the Lord, and 
for this they were cursed. He called upon them to return to Him, and 
promised that if they didso and. observed this ordinance He would open 
the windows of heaven and pourout blessings upon them; the devourer 
should be rebuked for their sakes, that he should not destroy the fruits of 
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the ground ; the vine should not cast its fruit before the time; all nations 
should call them blessed, and theirs should be a delightsome land. | 

These are some of the blessings that follow the obedience to this law. 
Its promises and obligations are not confined to the Mosaic dispensation, 
nor to the period of control of the Aaronic priesthood; for under the 
priesthood which our Lord held and which He bestowed upon His dis- 
ciples, the law was conformed to. Previous to the Mosaic dispensation, 
and under the same priesthood as the Christian dispensation, Abraham 
paid tithes to Melchisedec and was blessed by him. Whenever the priest- 
hood has been upon earth this law has been in effect that the Saints might 
observe it and partake of the blessings which result therefrom. 

The object to which tithes are devoted is to the establishment of Zion— 
the building of houses to the Lord and such other purposes as are desig- 
nated by the voice of revelation for the building up of the Kingdom of 
God. The Lord is to “suddenly come to His Temple” in the last days; 
and in these sacred edifices are administered ordinances of the Gospel for 
the salvation of the living and the dead, and instructions are given to 
prepare the Saints for a residence in the presence of God. The erection 
of temples and the carrying on of other works necessary to establish the 
foundations of Zion cannot be done without the means .necessary for 
their accomplishment. The funds are provided by the tithes of the Saints. 

Payment of tithes is voluntary. Each person has his agency to receive 
or reject the law. If those who have taken upon themselves the covenant 
of the Gospel, keep the commandments of God, blessings and not cursings 
will attend them; if they do not heed His word, an opposite result will 
follow. For the liquidation of expenses that are to be met by the tithes, 
it would not do to leave to the generosity of the people the proportion of 
their means which should be contributed. Some would give liberally, 
while others would be more or less controlled by selfish motives, and thus 
an inequality would be caused by a difference in disposition. Such a rule 
would be unjust, not being based upon the ability of the individual to im- 
part of his substance. 

Man is not made the judge of the proportion that is paueuived by the 
Lord; he is not the framer of the law. The finite mind is not to prescribe 
the yules which govern the Infinite, for such a procedure would destroy 
the control by the Almighty and be subversive of the principles of truth. 
The Lord gives the law; He sets the bounds and declares what is the true 
principle or doctrine. Man may obey or disregard the divine word, and 
abide the consequences of his choice. The Almighty has said He requires 
@ tithe or tenth, and applies the law equally to all. The principle is the 
same to-day that it was anciently under the same conditions; a change 
would have been inconsistent. With the restoration of the Gospel in this 
age came the revelation to the Saints to pay one-tenth of their interest 
annually as a tithing, for the purposes named. The Saints are exhorted 
by the Lord to remember the poor, and to consecrate of their properties 
for their support. Hesays: “Behold, now it is called to-day, and verily 
it is a day of tithing for my people,” and informs us that He has tithed 
His Saints “to prepare them against the day of vengeance and burning.” 
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The Latter-day Saints have had the blessings of heaven poured out upon 
them because of their observance of this law. This is conclusively shown 
bythe prosperity which attends them at their gathering places. They 
are called by the nations blessed in their material affairs, as was Israel of 
old, and the land which was a desert when they first occupied it indeed 
has blossomed as a rose and become choice above all other lands through 


the fulfillment of the promises of the Lord to a people who have kept the 


law. 

In the face of such evidences of the Lord’s blessings and the revelations 
He has given, to conclude that salvation does not in any degree depend 
upon the principle of tithing, or to say that it is an unimportant or un- 
necessary ordinance, is to contradict an evident fact. Tithing, like all 
other doctrines of the Gospel, is worthy the most serious consideration of 
every young member of the Church, to know its purpose, understand the 
necessity of keeping its conditions, and render intelligent obedience to its 
requirements. No member of the church is exempt from its provisions or 
excluded from its benefits when he observes it. All who earn, all who re- 
ceive an increase of this world’s goods, are under the law of tithing, paid 
voluntarily as a free-will offering to the Lord. Those who comply with it 
are to receive blessings from the open windows of heaven in time and 
eternity. True believers in Christ Jesus will unhesitatingly pursue a 
course to prove that where men honor the Lord He never fails in fulfilling 
His promises, but is a rewarder of all that diligently seek Him and keep 
His commandments. 


UTAH NEWS. 


(Summarized from Territorial papers. ) 

On January 27, the little two-year-old daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Martin Skougard of 
Payson, Utah County, fell into the fire and was fatally burned. The mother left the 
little one in the care of an older child while she went on an errand to a neighbor’s house 
near by. She heard the children scream and rushed back to the house but could do very 
little for the poor child, for it was burned badly, especially so on the right side. The 
little sufferer lingered twenty-four hours and then died. The parents are plunged into 
the deepest grief over their loss. She was their only girl; they have a number of boys. 

An earthquake occurred in western Utah, January 8, near Fish Springs. The follow- 
ing accounts of this rare occurrence in Utah are noted: Mr. Stewart was in a rock house 
near the springs at the time of the shock, and describes the wave as coming from the 
northwest and passing to the southeast. The quaking of the ground was accompanied 
by rumbling sounds not unlike those of a railway train. A party of hunters down on the 
swamp felt the boggy ground rise and fall, and noticed quite a disturbance of the water. 
The thousands of ducks that inhabit the sloughs and ponds rose from the water and 
circled about as if terror-stricken. The earthquake has very likely left a permanent 
effect on one of the springs. Prior to the shock this spring had been almost too hot for 
comfortable bathing; it is now so cold that it is often covered with a thin sheet of ice. 
At the Utah mine, some five miles distant over the mountain, the shock was equally 
severe. In the boarding house the table was being arranged for dinner, and the dishes 
were hurled from the table to the floor. Mr. Comerford, who was in the blacksmith shop 
at the time, says that the shock was so hard that it shook the anvil. At the Emma 
mine, a short distance away, Leopold Zelleski, the bookkeeper, ran out of the office, 
thinking the magazine had exploded. 
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